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President Bush's Faith-Based
& Community Initiative

ur counery s blessed with a long radidon and honorable commiomens
to gssisting individuals, families, and communities whe have noe fully shared
in America’s prosperity. But despive effores by the Federal and Seate
governments o bartle socal distress, too many of our neighbors sall suffer
fram poverty and despair. In every comer of America, people of all ages
and walks of life are calling out for help.

* Around 13.6 million children under the age of 12 - alimost a
third of America’s young people - go hungry

* More than 5 million seniors were below or near the poverty
level in 1999

* Last year, 16.6 million Americans had substance abuse problems
* More than 2 million children have a parent in prison

For years, kith-based and communisy groups have been assisting these
people aind others inneed. They have rranstormed lives with their compassion
and are Amenca’s unsung heroes — healing our country's ills one heart and
one act of kindness ac a time.

Unfortunately, the Federal government has often not been a willing parmer
to these faith-hased and community groups, Instead, it has purin place
complicaced rules and regulations thar hinder these groups from compesing
for Federal funds on an equal footing with other, larger charides. President
Bush wants to change this. He believes that all groups — faith-based or
secular, large or small - should compere on a level plaving field, so long
as they obey all legal requirements. That is the reason for the President’s
Faith-Based and Communisy Inidasve and why it is ane of his top domessic
priofites,



VWHITE HOUSE OFFICE OF FAITH-BASED AND COMMUNITY INITIATIVES

Ume of President Bush's first official acts as Presdent was o create the White House Office of Faith-Based and
Community Inidatives. The Office was rasked ar its incepton with leading a "determined armack on need” by
strengthening amd expanding the role of faith-based and community organizadons in addressing the nation's social
problems. The President envisions a faith-friendly public square where faich-based organizations can compete
equally with other groups o provide government or privately-funded services.

President Bush also creaved Centers for Faith-Based and Communiry Initiatives in five cabinet departments - the
United States Departments of Justice, Labor, Health and Human Services, Housing and Urban Development,
and Educarion - o promote the Ininative.

Activities of the White House Office

= Wirking legislativel v to encourage the good works of faith-based and community
organizatons and give them the fullest oppormunity permiteed by baw to compere
for Federal funding

* Tdentifying and eliminating improper Federal barriers o the full partcipation
of faith-hased and community-serving programs in the provision of social services

* Encouraging greater corporae and philanthropic support for faich-based and
community organizatons, through public educarion and ourreach actvines

Friority Areas

The White House Office strives to support organizations that serve people n

need, partcularly those thar serve the following populatnons:

* Ar-risk youth and prisoners
* Elders in need

* Homeless

* Substance abusers

* Welfare-to-work families



VWHITE HOUSE CONFERENCES ON FAITH-BASED AND COMMUNITY INITIATIVES

The White House Conferences on Faith-Based and Community Initatives will provide parncipanes
with informaton about the Federal funding process, available funding oppornmites, the requirements
that come with the receipt of Federal funds, and cutting-edge practices from other organizadons. The

White House is hosting the Conferences with support from the Deparoments of Justice, Labor, Health
anl Human Services, Housing and Urban Development, and Education,

RESOURCES FOR GRASSROOTS GROUPS
SEEKING FEDERAL FUNDS

Every year, the Federal government spends billions of dollars for
health and buman service programs. There are thousands of faich-
based and communivy organizations across the country that receive
Federal funds. Alchough the use of government money by faith-based
and community organizatons is not new, there are many small
grassrooes orgamzations thar sl have questons abont the Federal
funding process. They wonder, *How can we find our about Federal
funding opportonines?™ They ask, “Tf we get money from the Federal

govermment, what legal requirements will we have o follow?™
The White House Office and the five Agency Cenrers can help,

Internet Resources — The White Howse Office has put mogether a
list of more than 100 Federal programs thar your organizagon may
be interested in. You can use dhis list, which is avalable at www.tha,goy,
a5 a srartngy point for learning more abour speafic programs. The
Agency Cenrers' web sites conmin more information about specific

mitiatives and programs operated by their Deparmment.

Legal Guidance — The Whire House Office web site also offers some
g delines on the legal requirements thar can come along with Federal
funding. These “do’s™ and “don's™ arswer some of the quesaons

that faith-based and community groups most frequendy aske

Compassion Capital Fund — Assistance may also be available from
cne of the nearly two dosen organizations funded by the Deparoment
of Health aid Human Services' Compassion Capital Fumd. These
orgamizations help small faich-based and communisy groaps learm
about the Federal grants process. They may also help small groups
with other challenges, such as mraining voluneeers and saff or expanding
the reach of the services they provide. Organizations funded by the
Compassion Capital Fund do chis at no cost oo your organizanon.
Your can learn more about the Compassion Capital Fund and the
crganizations it funds at www hhs govfhe.
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SOME BASIC FACTS ABOUT FEDERAL GRANTS

The Federal government uses vwo kinds of grants.

1 There are grants handed our by an agency of the Federal

government {also known as ‘discredonary” grams). An example of this
tvpe of grant is a homeless assismnce grane given our by the Deparoment

of Healeh and Humgan Services w0 a homeless shelver,

2 | There are

cinies, or countes for thiem to distribuee to chanoes and other social

anes thar put Federal money in the hands of States,

service providers, wsoally vrwder eheir own rules and regulatons (also

kerwrwnm as ':r'.u'r'ﬂl.]l:l" ar ‘hlack® BT ANES),

Therefore, vou can ::F1|'r|f.' dhirectly to the Federal govermment or you

CAn ,'||'|-F1|]. b g Seare oF locality that dismbures money it receives From

the Federal govermment.

An Important Point - More money is available from programs
administered by States and localines than from the Federal governmene.
For 1"-::|'|'||'r||._'I i 201, the I_'}1'|'h::|'|;|'|'||._'r'|r of Health mwl Humgn Services
awarded 525 billion direcdy o grant applicants. But it gave more than
gy mmes &5 much (5160 billion) to States and localicess, which i om

made much of this ey avaikable to non-governmental orEanEanons,
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“Fenad a clild wihbo caveat vead, and teack beow o vead. Find a child
whe gl be bopeless and fost, and peet yorr avee avoeend biwe and
tell bims you love bive. Unleash the grear power of faith in eur
sctety. | arongly belteve in faieh-based srmtimeions becanse | know
that faith can change beavts for the beteer.”
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FPresdeans Crevege W Bieab, Foly 15, 2002

Impartant Gontact Information

The White House Office
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The White House
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Washington, D 20530
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Department of Health and
Human Services

Bobby Paolite, [Mrector
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Department of Education
John Porter, Director

555 Mew Jersey Avenue, NW
Suite 410
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